
 

       
  
 

100% HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION RATE CELEBRATED FOR  
9TH CONSECUTIVE YEAR AT THE WOODEN FLOOR 

 

SANTA ANA, Calif. (May 29, 2013) – In a stark contrast to the 63% national graduation rate for other under-served Latino 
high school youth1, 100% of graduates from The Wooden Floor will finish high school on time and immediately enroll in 
college. An innovative arts-based youth development organization, The Wooden Floor provides its 375 primarily Latino 
students with year-round dance, academic, and family service programs, arming them with problem-solving, collaboration, 
and creative thinking skills to become the next leaders of our community. 
 
Almost all students at The Wooden Floor attend tuition-free and fall under the federal Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD) poverty classification of “very low income” to “extremely low income.” The Wooden Floor successfully helps its 
students overcome the obstacles of poverty through a long-term arts immersion process, combined with college 
preparatory programs, academic workshops, tutoring, and family services.  Over their 10 years with the organization, 
students develop the ability to think differently about themselves and learn how to innovate, communicate, and 
collaborate—necessary 21st century skills for school, work, and life.  
 
“By 2050, over 50% Orange County’s population will be Latino,” states Dawn S. Reese Executive Director and Co-CEO of The 
Wooden Floor in reference to a recent report by the State of California Department of Finance. “It is important that we give 
these students access to the arts and higher education, which will not only change their lives for the better, but will create a 
massive ripple effect as they become change-agents within their families, their neighborhoods, this community, and 
globally.”    
 
This fall, many of The Wooden Floor’s graduates will become the first in their family to attend college. They will attend 
prominent universities such as UC Irvine, UC Santa Cruz, Chapman University, CSU Long Beach, and CSU San Diego. Like 
the 132 alumni of The Wooden Floor currently in college, most of the graduates will earn merit-based college scholarships 
from The Wooden Floor totaling $4,000 to $10,000 over their college career. Many students of The Wooden Floor say that 
without this financial assistance, attending college would not be possible. 
 
The Wooden Floor Graduation Ceremony Event Details 
For Press attendance only – not open to the public 
When: Friday June 14, 2013 – 6pm 
Where:  The Wooden Floor – 1810 N. Main Street, Santa Ana, CA 92706 
 

About The Wooden Floor             
Founded in 1983, The Wooden Floor is a Santa Ana arts-based organization that delivers hope and opportunity to 375 low-
income youth annually. Dance education and performance are the core transformational elements through which youth 
change the way they think about themselves and aspire beyond the grip of the poverty cycle. In the dance studio, rigorous 
training, creativity, and self-knowledge lead to confidence, leadership, teamwork, well-being, and joy. Academic programs, 
pre-collegiate mentoring, and college scholarships ensure that students succeed in school and are college-ready. Since 
2005, 100 percent of graduates from The Wooden Floor have enrolled in college, exceeding the national average for their 
peers threefold. Family Services at The Wooden Floor, including counseling, crisis intervention, and social service referrals 
help families overcome hardships and navigate challenges. Community support enables these year-round programs to be 
offered free of charge. Bringing about generational change to break the cycle of poverty in our community is the long-term 
goal of The Wooden Floor. 

### 
High-resolution images of students are available upon request. 

                                                 
1 Source: Education Week 
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